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WIRE-TAPPING AND 



~~hill Unit Wants More Answers, A; 
as Questioner Is Questioned 



n> EVERT Cl. AUK 



t-anKS anJ *»•*« « Me like amovi. 

Ordinarily. a> hc.nl nf «iw> i... • 



Ordinarily, as head nf the Jus-* 

■ ire Department's criminal di- 
viMon, he'll have asked the ques- 
t.’*»ns. 

Ni.vv rnrmlmre n f a House Judl- 
*ry sul»r..mnii:rcc ivere asking! 
a tilings he couldn’t answer— 

" ire tapping. ! 

It- Marled off by saying the' 
r.|..,t»mont was not backing any 
•1 live wire-tap bills the congress- 
"nie uuisiileung. Authura oi 
ihr— nr them s.it J.,ei, lg him. and 
a Mmh cm rr.c in laicr. 

NO OriMO.V I 

Mr plnry Kaid he* had no opln- ' 
h 2 s * ‘? n,! Wou,d ride 
I I ! il h,s l,,>SN . Amy. Gen. 

I h Their Di.tunrll, said last 

' r,;r wire tipping generally. 

Jr i- “no secret,” he said. that the 
1 :, S»* "*res with Mr. Brownell’s 
u'hwruLiiinn. as established by 
»*• 

Uhul law? the Congressmen 
.»'-Kert. After some confusion it r 
niincM out ilt.it Mr. Olney meant : 
administrative law . . . inherited 1 
h *m • l'H.-'i. administrations,* which 
Mr. Ciow noil “cannot reverse.” 

IIOOI) l’KACTlCE* 

Cannot jvveise? asked h Con- 
Criv^man Well, Mr. Olney said. > 

Mi Urow nell — and thn^e before 
lurri, a r.tl Congress — seemed to 
u:: « e that lapping was * a good 
piartnv- any way as long as it was , { 
done t*.e wav the FIJI aid it. under » : 
roidrois. 

About these controls ... It had ; \ 
uvn m mined for years that “many ? ' 
Mte taps by FBI agents and others I t 
M iv tin utrliori/eil, * said a Con- ? I 
ressman* » 

All I know about that.** said Mr 
OInev, “is • FCI Director J. Edgar)* 
UiHjver s own testimony ... at no : 
;l T,rne during the war years ; 

|P m * f *ip number of FCI wiretaps 1 

jf\er exceed I'd 200 at •• :;e time. I 

, the information I 

l.a- llmie are not «niiifa%V -eon 
: > n T r ' riie FBl v T?XTTTtfn 



’KAV* Q\ HII.L 

I ~ " hat about a rumor ‘*tTu,{ TThe 
/ Capitol I Jill committee’s wire had 
I * VVC ™1 hundred* taps” on it one 
J day last year, a Congressman 
asked- “so many that there was a 
i power failure?” 

. * TrT l as P os ‘rive as I’m sitting 
here that not a single one of them! 

1 , was ever authorized or ever at- 
I tat hod by the FBI.” said Mr. Olney. 

| He said you hear “so manv wild 
statements” these days and he 
I urged caution. 

, , Next came questions a 9 to how 
{ j many people knew when an FBI 
: wire tap was on, who supervised it 

[I etc. 

‘KEPT SECRET* * | • | 

\ Mr. Olney said it is all “k^pt 
secret” between Mr Hoover and Kir 1 
Brownell and only Mr. Hoover him- 
i self ran ask Mr. Brownell’s permis- 
|| sion to tap. 

1 “There has not been one single 
, . Instanrc when I or anv other at tor- 
ucy in the criminal division has 
4 seen the results of an FBI wire- 
v lap. Mr Olney said, 
i The Congressman found this in- 
I credible. The questions became 
: more detailed, and th. v came fast* 

{ er. Mr. OInev indiratrd things were 
I so secret lie didn’t know most of the 
• answers. 

FBI IS ‘LOATH* 

I t ^Chairman En. m.iei Cellar CD.. I 
, Y > announced th it llie FBI “is I 
loath to appeal ' before the com- | 
mjri 01 *- <? v cn in seine t session. 

• 'Vfmt that, slated on the rec- 
ord, he said. Then lie told Mr. 
Uiney he had many more questions 
/ • gave some examples, and said he 1 
T i couldn’t legislate intelligently with- 
QUt t he an swers. 

,i i llfl umng to ask vn v v- o> nn r 
1 to confer with Uie Attorney Generai 
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nd see if we can't get the informa- 
j . >n up here," he said. 

Mr. Olnev looked as if he'd be 
‘.id to leave right away, but Rep 
Laurence Curtis (R., N. Y.) had 
more questions. 

Did Mr. Brownell want to make 
: ".authorized wire tapping a crime? 
Mr. Brownell didn’t ask for that 
•i a wiretap bill which he backed 
ist year.) 

“I know he detests the practice 
and thinks it should be made it 
••gal," said Mr. Olnev, “hut before 
I go and commit him too far . . 

lie than gave his pctsnnal opin- 
ion that you get “quite close to 
fundamental principles of govern- 
ment’* if the United States tries to 
outlaw what some slates allow'. 

He said he personally would favor 
letting the states worry about it. 

“Didn't the Attorney General say 
last March 9 that he favored, out- 
lawing it?" Rep. Curtis a-sked. 

QUOTATION" 

Mr. Olney was flustered, and un- 
sure. Rep. Curtis quoted from a' 
speech in whidr Mr. Brownell said: 
“Unautho rized wire tapping should 
he matic a. TcJeral crimes." 



WARREN OLNEY 

After a few' more questions— and 
a reminder that they wanted more 
answers— the Congressmen told Mr. 
Olney he could go. — 
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